MIRCEA GOGONCEA

mircea.gogoncea@gmail.com | Los Angeles, CA

Summary

Internationally acclaimed musician and educator. 169 prizes, mostly in classical guitar performance. Performed in over
350 concerts on 5 continents. Head of Guitar at tonebase. Founder and ex-CEO of music education startup iolma UG.
Founded a music education project in West Africa. Speaks 8 languages.

Skills

Guitar performance Live streaming Live video production Leadership Events planning
Composition Live electronics Trad. video production Education Music technology
Awards

169 prizes, including 66 first prizes and 4 “great prizes”, among which:
e 1st Prize: International Guitar Competition, Havana, Cuba, April 2018
1st Prize: ‘Stefano Strata' Guitar Competition, Pisa, Italy, 2014
1st Prize: ‘Julidn Arcas' Guitar Competition, Almeria, Spain, 2013
1st and Great Prize: ‘Schmolz & Bickenbach' competition for all instruments, Diisseldorf, Germany, 2011
e 1st Prize: GFA Young Concert Artist Competition, Los Angeles, USA, 2007

Entrepreneurial Experience

tonebase, Inc. | Los Angeles, CA Promoted to most senior non-founder position within 15 months of joining
Head of Guitar e Currently running half of a multi-million-dollar venture-backed company.
07/2021 - Current e Overseeing overall strategy, content development, artist relations.

e Producing in-house and on-location video lessons with the world’s most
inspiring classical guitarists.

e Onboarding A++ talent, including exclusive “online first-timers” who had
never previously recorded educational material for online platforms.

tonebase, Inc. | Los Angeles, CA Prior to Head of Guitar role, employed as Head of Live and Community
Head of Live and Community
04/2020 - 07/2021

Created the Live component of the business in cooperation with founders.

Assembled a professional-grade live streaming studio for the company.
e Oversaw content strategy, development, and Live artist relations.

Hosted weekly guest lectures with leading performers and educators.

Developed community engagement strategy, including the community
challenge format, interactive group lessons, and cohort-based courses.

Nigerian Guitar Masterclass Series | Founded, organized and ran Nigeria’s first classical guitar masterclasses series
Lagos, Nigeria e Imported a series of professional instruments donated by internationally
Founder acclaimed makers and performers.

04/2018 — 11/2019 e Successfully fundraised and organized travel for foreign instructors.

e Ran outreach, community involvement programs and non-profit efforts.
e Empowered local talent to perform and teach the guitar.

iolma UG | Diisseldorf, Germany Founded an online education platform enabling better quality online music
CEO and Founder lessons via a browser-based video conferencing solution
2012-2013 ¢ Led a small team of coders, designers, artists, and community managers.



Performance Experience

More than 350 concerts on 5 continents: Europe, North America, South America, Asia, Africa.
e First solo recital performance at age 11.
e First performance with orchestra accompaniment at age 13.
e Performed in prestigious concert halls such as the Santa Ursula Auditorium (Peru), King's Place, London (UK), Colston
Hall, Bristol (UK), Beijing Concert Hall (China), Lyceum Theatre Shanghai (China), Teatro Verdi, Pisa (Italy), Tonhalle
Diisseldorf (Germany), and many others.

Education

USC Thornton School of Music | Los Angeles, CA Graduation: 05/2022

Doctor of Musical Arts in Classical Guitar Performance

Academic field in musicology with a focus on ethnomusicology under the guidance of Dr. Scott Spencer. Elective fields in
composition (Dr. Nina Young) and film (Dr. Michael Renov). Major field: Classical Guitar Studies with Dr. Scott Tennant.

Royal Academy of Music | London, United Kingdom Graduation: 06/2017

Advanced Diploma (doctoral level) in Guitar Performance

Doctoral-level post-master's program. Formed part of the first-ever cohort of classical guitar students admitted to this
exclusive program. Final project consisted of a self-generated recital featuring solo and chamber music, including two
concertos for guitar and orchestra and a commission for violin and guitar.

Robert Schumann Hochschule | Diisseldorf, Germany Graduation: 06/2017
Konzertexamen (excellence program) in Guitar Performance
Exclusive post-master's excellence program under the guidance of Prof. Joaquin Clerch.

Royal Academy of Music | London, United Kingdom Graduation: 06/2015
Master of Arts in Guitar Performance
Under the guidance of Prof. Michael Lewin.

Robert Schumann Hochschule | Diisseldorf, Germany Graduation: 06/2015
Master of Music in Guitar Performance
Under the guidance of Prof. Joaquin Clerch, with a focus on early music practice and contemporary music performance.

Robert Schumann Hochschule | Diisseldorf, Germany Graduation: 07/2013
Bachelor of Music in Guitar Performance
Under the guidance of Prof. Joaquin Clerch, with a minor in musicology.

Languages

e Romanian: native

English: native level (TOEFL & certification by the Royal Academy of Music, London.)
e German: native level (B2 in 2009, certified by the Deutsche Einbiirgerungsbehorde.)
Spanish: native level (self-assessment. Continental European variety.)

Italian: B2 (self-assessment.)

French: A2 (self-assessment.)

Portuguese: Al (self-assessment.)



